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José Celestino Mutis was a
physician. Anatomy, botany,
chemistry, physics, and mathematics
were among the subjects he studied.
Botany had special importance
since plant knowledge and their
medicinal uses were fundamental:
there were no antibiotics or drugs
as we currently know them. Both in
Cadiz and in Madrid he had access
to botanical gardens where he could
get familiar with the study of this
sclence.

Upon his arrival as the Viceroy’s
physician, Mutis found that the
hygienic situation in Nueva Granada
was deplorable and criticized
severely the way in which healers
treated diseases

affecting the
population.
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There is information about his
sanitary campaigns such as the
promotion of English scientist
Edward Jenner’s vaccine method for
the prevention of malaria.

Diseases like leprosy and smallpox
caught his attention and he
experimented with native plants
for their treatment. It is the case of
the Cinchona, found in mount Tena
(Cundinamarca) in 1772 and that is
an effective fever control remedy.

Within academic circles, the Colegio
Mayor de Nuestra Sefora del Rosario
school of medicine welcomed him as
a professor and requested his advice
to modify the curriculum in 1805.

A general system of surgery: in three
parts containing the doctrine and
management |[...]
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