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Joseé Celestino Mutis was a man of science Since his arrival to Nueva Granada, Mutis
and was interested in the characteristics of his wrote to Linnaeus and sent him to Uppsala,
surroundings: climate, temperature, humidity, in Sweden, news about species unknown in
minerals that could be exploited and particular Europe, herbarium material, seed samples
aspects of plants and animals, as well as the and image and word descriptions of a distant
inhabitants, their customs and the diseases nature. Correspondence between Mutis and
that affected them. Linnaeus continued until the botanist’s death
in 1778, and continued with his son, Charles,
For botanical observations he had adopted until 1783.
Swedish scientist Carl Linnaeus’ classification
system, which proposed an order of the Communications during that time were not
vegetal world from the study of plants’ sexual so sophisticated: a letter sent from America
characteristics, which due to its functionality to Europe or vice versa could take months
and ease of use became universally accepted. to arrive, and even could.get lost.in.any.of

the journeys. Fortunately, Mutis’ findings
eventually made their way to Sweden, where
Linnaeus published them and spread them
among the scientific community.
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Maria Sibylla Merian
1421. MUTI SIA.

Paris, 1768
Biblioteca Nacional de Colombia o
Mutis Collection 3865 Charafier effentialis.
Receptaculum nudum, Pappus plumofus. Calux cylin-
Supplementum plantarum systematis dricus, imbricatus, Corollul@ radii ovali- oblonga;

vegetabilium : generum plantarum : difci trifidze,
et specierum plantarum Charafler naturalis.
Carl A. Linnaeus CaL. communis oblongus, cvlindricus, imbricatus.
1781 Squame lanceolate : interiores longiores.

Biblioteca Nacional de Colombia
Mutis Collection 2934

CoRr. compofita, radiata.

Flofculi difci radii triplo plures.
Corollule tubulofz, trifidze.
Lacinia exterior lanceolata.
Lacinic interiores lineares.

Linnaeus responds to the consignment
dated June 6, 1773, expressing his

gratitude for the delivery of the Mutisia, Flofculi radii ofto.
name given b}\" him as an honor to Corollula ﬂ"nlli - ob_lm]g:{? ' iﬂtﬁ'grl‘-
his friend born in Cadiz. Within the Unguis linearis.
edition of the Species Plantarum in Stam. Difci Filamenta quinque, linearia,
Europe, Linnaeus refers to Mutis as the Anthera cylindrica, flofculo longior, bafi fe-
“maximum American botanist.” tis decurrentibus.

" Radii nulla. Rudimenta filamentarum duo,

Pist., Difci Germen breve.
Stylus filiformis.
Stigma {implex.
Radii (gfr-n;rm breve.
Stylus filiformis.
. Stigmata duo, fetacea,
Per, nullum.

Sem, oblongiufcula.
Pappus plumofus,
Rec. nudum.

ol memoriam sjofephi Ceeleftini Mutis, Americes [umms
Botanici, qui Hifloriam plantarum Americanarum, im-
primis Palmarwm , pulcherrimam parat & plurima no-
va huic Opufculo communicavit,
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